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Stories In Stone Tears Down Walls by Building Them
Rhode Island PBS Presents Film About Master Stone Masons
of the Narragansett Tribe

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND (March 17, 2008) — From the rhythmic sounds of chisel on granite
to the twittering flute over the placid landscape, Stories in Stone casts a mystical enchantment
right from the beginning. What follows for the next 26 minutes measures up to — even exceeds -

expectations set by the opening.

Stories in Stone is a visually beautiful film about the Narragansett tribal stonemasons who, over
the last four hundred years, have built many stone walls that wind picturesquely through the
woods of southern New England. Interspersing footage that elegantly captures the beauty of the
walls with interviews with tribal elders and members of two prominent Narragansett mason
families, Lilach Dekel and Marc Levitt weave a story that is both poetic and inspirational. WSBE
Rhode Island PBS will air the half-hour Stories in Stone on Wednesday, April 2 at 8 P.M.

Filmed in both video and film, Stories in Stone uses scenic footage and original music to express
both the traditional and contemporary aspects of this craft. With no central narrator, Stories in

Stone allows the Narragansett to tell their own story.

Stories in Stone is a story of love - for place, for heritage, and for family - a tale that
demonstrates how a craft, utilized initially at the point of European contact, has served as a
strategy for resiliency and resistance, a testimony to the ability of people to appropriate imposed
work for their own ends.

- more -
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Stories in Stone is the first film that looks at the Narragansett wall building tradition from
multiple perspectives: artistic, spiritual, multi-generational, and as a story of tribal affirmation.
While some would see wall building as the haphazard placement of rocks, Stories in Stone
demonstrates that the wall’s beauty is the result of a finely honed and ever evolving sculptural
aesthetic. Stories in Stone makes clear that, more often than not, becoming a mason is a choice,
a choice that allows freedom of movement, freedom from ‘inside' work, freedom from working for
others, and the freedom to join a long and illustrious line of ancestors. While many believe that
‘tradition’ among New England Tribes is long gone, Stories in Stone makes clear that wall
building remains a means to assert and perpetuate Tribal identity - in the choice to be a mason, in
continuing a family based system of apprenticeship, in providing local, independently owned
outdoor work, in the use of a particular aesthetic, in the visceral relationship to stone, and in one’s
spiritual connection to nature. Stories in Stone elucidates the stories that lie beneath one’s initial
appreciation for the stone walls of Southern New England, and in doing so, illustrates how the

seemingly ordinary can be indeed be quite extraordinary.

Stories in Stone was written, directed, and produced by Marc Levitt and Lilach Dekel; filmed by
Rod Bachar and Laura Colella; edited by Laura Colella and Robin Blotnick; with music composed by
Frank Bisogna and Hawk Henries; executive production by John Brown, Tribal Preservation Officer

of the Narragansett; and with Tribal Historian, Ella Sekatau, as advisor.

Rhode Island PBS is seen on broadcast channel 36, digital 36.1, cable channel 8 in RI, Dish 7776,
and DirecTV 36; Massachusetts cable subscribers should check local cable listings for channel
number.

Production History
‘Stories in Stone’ began filming in 2002 as a result of Mr. Levitt's interest in stonewalls of southern New

England. Having written a story about a stonewall mason in 1983, conducted oral histories with stone
masons at a local storytelling festival in 1986, and worked on a joint photographic/oral history project about
the masons of South County, Rhode Island, in 2000 with photographer Mathias Oppersdorff, Mr. Levitt
wanted to share with a wider audience his interest and passion for the walls and their builders. 'Stories in
Stone’, completed in the summer of 2007, has been shown at the 2007 San Francisco Native American Film
Festival.

Bios

Marc Levitt is a writer/storyteller/radio and TV host living in Wakefield, Rhode Island. Mr. Levitt has spoken
at conferences and schools in over thirty countries. He has, for the last eleven years, been the host and
creative director of the nationally award winning Rhode Island Council for the Humanities/AS220 produced
and Rhode Island Public Radio broadcasted, Action Speaks: Significant Yet Underappreciated Dates of the
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