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One of the many ways Rhode Island is unique among other states, is its diversity of faith. It
shouldn't be too surprising, though, considering religious freedom was the premise under which
Rhode Island was founded by Roger Williams.

On January 24, Rhode Island PBS sponsored an interfaith conference at the Center for
Nonviolence and Peace Studies at the University of Rhode Island Multicultural Center in
Kingston. The conversation continues.

Rhode Island leaders representing the Roman Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist,
Native American — and even atheist — perspectives gathered at Rhode Island PBS studios
recently in an interfaith conversation about issues raised in the documentary, PRAYER IN
AMERICA.

This new two-part documentary, which takes an in-depth look at the history of prayer in the
United States, explores contemporary debates about the role of prayer in America through the
lens of history. The documentary project enlisted academic advisors with expertise in a variety of
faith traditions and historical perspectives to examine this important issue in-depth for the first
time.

Inspired by the book One Nation Under God: A History of Prayer in America by James P.
Moore, Jr., PRAYER IN AMERICA examines how the settlement and development of America
shaped prayer, and how the variety of prayer expressions contributed to, and continue to shape,
the American experience. The film also includes insights into how America as a nation has
impacted prayer and prayer practices.

This documentary chronicles the role of prayer in many facets of American life, with topics
including:

e School Prayer
The Immigrant Experience
Slavery and Prayer
The Prosperity Gospel
The Social Gospel
Prayer and Forgiveness
Prayer and Healing
War and Prayer
Civil Religion






