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The Greatest Salesman in Rhode Island

Makes Local TV Debut Before Its National Premiere
Rhode Island PBS airs it first on March 26

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND (March 17, 2008) — From the lost manuscript of Rhode
Island's Pulitzer Prize winning author Edwin O'Connor ( The Last Hurrah), comes a short
story about the power of motivation. The Greatest Salesman in Rhode Island will air on
WSBE Rhode Island PBS on Wednesday, March 26 at 8 PM.

The Greatest Salesman in Rhode Island is rich in historical and cultural content from the
Red Scare era. The one act play was adapted for stage and screen and directed by Rhode
Islander Robert Rose, winner of six Emmy Awards from the New England chapter of the
National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. Rose discovered the manuscript while

researching O'Connor's biography.

The Greatest Salesman in Rhode Island was produced in the style of a 1950s television
comedy — complete with minimal sets, scene transition wipes, and laugh track — and is
peppered with humorous local Rhode Island references. The cast is small but talented:
Trinity Repertory Company’s Stephen Thorne; Bob Colonna, winner of the prestigious Pell
Award for Excellence in the Arts; and Susan Boyce, national touring performer.
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